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Education


University of Edinburgh 	PhD, Centre of African Studies, 2020
Thesis: Pan-Africanism Versus Partnership: African Decolonisation in Southern Rhodesian Politics, ca. 1950–1963

Clark University		MA, History, 2008
				Specialization in Atlantic History
Thesis: “We Hail this Institution as the Precursor of Incalculable Blessings to this Benighted Land”: The Sanctity of Liberia College in Americo-Liberian Nation-building, 1880-1912

BA, History, 2007
Highest Honors, Magna Cum Laude   

Research

Research Interests	Cold War History, African Decolonisation, Transnational History, Pan-Africanism, Southern Africa, West Africa

Books	Pan-Africanism Versus Partnership: African Decolonisation in Southern Rhodesian Politics, 1950-63 (expected with Springer Nature in March 2023)

Journal Articles	(2022) “Prelude to Unilateralism: Foreclosed Independence Bids in Pre-Federation Southern Rhodesia, 1948 and 1950,” South African Historical Journal,         
 				https://DOI: 10.1080/02582473.2022.2149847
   
(2022) “Settler Worldmaking: Reconfiguring the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 1953-62,” Itinerario, https://doi.org/10.1017/s0165115322000201 

(2022) “Independence and Pan-African Diplomatic Contestation: Anti-colonial Nationalism and the Eclipse of White Legitimacy in ‘British Central Africa’, 1957-64,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, https://doi.org/10.1080/03086534.2022.2137077  
 
(2022) “Rise and Demise of the Zimbabwe Times: ZAPU’s and Lonrho’s Covert(ish) Nationalist Daily in Rhodesia,” Media History, https://doi.org/10.1080/13688804.2022.2099367  
 
(2022) “‘Bogey Bogey Stuff’: Gold Coastism, Federation, and White Backlash in Southern Rhodesia, 1951-56,” The Round Table, Vol. 111, No. 2, 214-226. https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2022.2058739 

(2022) “Operation Refugee: The Congo Crisis and the End of Humanitarian Imperialism in Southern Rhodesia, 1960,” Cold War History, Vol. 22, No. 2, 131-152.   https://doi.org/10.1080/14682745.2021.1933950 

(2021) “Neutrality of a Special Type: George Loft’s Abortive Racial Reconciliation in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 1957-1960,” Safundi, Vol. 22, No. 4, 417-434. https://doi.org/10.1080/17533171.2022.2055869 

(2021) “‘Kith and Kin’ or ‘Rhodesia First?’ Kenyan Decolonisation and Inter-party Competition in Rhodesian Politics, c. 1950-62,” Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History, Vol. 22, No. 2, no pages given, https://muse.jhu.edu/article/801552 

(2020) “‘Division to Save the Country Is Wisdom’: The Short Life of the Zimbabwe National Party and its Lasting Impact on Zimbabwe’s Liberation Struggle, 1961-1963,” International Journal of African Historical Studies, Vol. 53, No. 3, 361 – 387. 

(2020) “Fallout from the Fallacious Accusation of Hastings Kamuzu Banda’s West African Origins, 1960,” Society of Malawi Journal, Vol. 73, No. 1, 36 – 43. 

(2019) “From Dreams of Dominion to Aspirations for a New Africa: Ahrn Palley’s Political Re-invention in Southern Rhodesia, 1959–1961,” Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol. 45, No. 3, 485-501, DOI: 10.1080/03057070.2019.1625011 

(2019 – backdated, issued in 2021) “The Warp and Woof of the University of Liberia: J. Max Bond’s Quest for Light in Darkness,” Liberian Studies Journal, Vol. 44, Nos. 1&2, 97 – 112. 

	(2013 – backdated, issued in 2016) “The Liberation of Zimbabwe and the Pan-African Leadership of Liberian President William Tolbert Jr.: Passive, Pragmatic, or Principled?” Liberian Studies Journal, Vol. 38, No. 1, 116 – 141.

Reviews and Notes	(2022) Review of Struggles for Self-Determination: The Denial of Reactionary Statehood in Africa by Josiah Brownell, Nations and Nationalism, Vol. 28, No.4, 1511-1512.
	https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.12885 

(2022) Review of Race and Diplomacy in Zimbabwe: The Cold War and Decolonization, 1960-1984 by Timothy Scarnecchia, Canadian Journal of African Studies, Vol. 56, No. 2, 464-465. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00083968.2022.2041380 

(2022) “Research Note: Negotiating South African Ministerial Archives (Defence and Foreign Affairs), Cold War History, Vol. 22, No. 3, 359-362. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/14682745.2022.2032203

(2021) Review of A Brutal State of Affairs: The Rise and Fall of Rhodesia by Henrik Ellert and Dennis Anderson, The Round Table, Vol. 110, No. 2, 303-304. https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2021.1902627. 

(2020) Review of Robert Mugabe (Ohio Short Histories of Africa), by Sue Onslow and Martin Plaut, Africa Today, Vol. 67, No. 1, 114-116.  

	(2020) Review of Decolonisation and Regional Geopolitics: South Africa and the ‘Congo Crisis,’ 1960–1965 by Lazlo Passemiers, H-Diplo Review Essay 261.


Academic Experience/Affiliations

Post-doctoral Scholar The Ohio State University, Mershon Center for International Security Studies (current)

Research Associate	University of Pretoria, Department of Historical & Heritage Studies (current)

Post-doctoral Fellow	University of Pretoria, Department of Historical & Heritage Studies

Course Assistant	English for Academic Purposes pre-sessional, University of Edinburgh, Summer 2019

Research Associate	National University of Science and Technology (Bulawayo, Zimbabwe) February 2018 – February 2019  

Editorial Assistant	Critical African Studies, February 2017 – February 2018

Managing Editor	CAS from the Edge (Centre of African Studies blog), September 2016 – August 2017

Professional Experience

Consultant		Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, USA, 2020
Consultant		African Development Bank, Monrovia, Liberia, 2016
Program Officer	Accountability Lab, Monrovia, Liberia, 2014 – 2016
Program Specialist	Higher Education for Development, Washington, DC, 2013-14
Program Assistant	Higher Education for Development, Washington, DC, 2011-13
Program Assistant	American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, 2011
Volunteer		US Peace Corps, Niger, 2008-10


Awards

External

(2022) Participant, Migrations Initiative Summer Institute, Cornell University [declined]
(2021) Honourable Mention, British International History Group Thesis Prize 
(2021) Research Award, International History Review
(2020) Mary Antoinette Brown Sherman Emerging Scholar Award, Liberian Studies Association 
(2018) Silas Palmer Research Fellowship, Hoover Institution, Stanford University
(2018) Thematic Research Grant, British Institute in Eastern Africa
(2018) Participant, Africa-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies (AEGIS) Summer School
(2017) Martin Lynn Scholarship, Royal Historical Society
(2017) Moody Research Grant, Lyndon B Johnson Foundation
(2017) Short-term Research Fellowship, New York Public Library
(2017) Participant, Summer Institute on Conducting Archival Research, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
(2012) Finalist, Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship (cancelled due to security concerns)
(2008) Alternate, Graduate Intern, West Africa Research Association

Internal

(2022) Global Arts and Humanities Discover Theme Small Grant, The Ohio State University
(2019) Student-led Special Project Fund, University of Edinburgh
(2017) Go Abroad Fund, University of Edinburgh
(2017) Tweedie Exploration Fund, School of Social and Political Science, University of Edinburgh
(2017) Global Development Academy/Global Justice Academy, University of Edinburgh
(2016) Studentship, School of Social and Political Science, University of Edinburgh
(2007) George Billias Essay in American History, History Department, Clark University
(2006) Anton Fellowship, Clark University
(2006) H. Donaldson Jordan essay in Global History, History Department, Clark University
(2005) Paul Lucas Essay in European History, History Department, Clark University

Presentations

(2022) 

“The Rise and Demise of a Pro-ZAPU Daily Newspaper in Colonial Zimbabwe.” 65th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Philadelphia, USA.

“Prelude to Unilateralism: Abortive Independence Bids in Pre-Federation Southern Rhodesia, 1948 & 1950.” Making and Breaking Global Order in the Twentieth Century. Invisible History Conference. Leiden, Netherlands.

“Southern Rhodesia’s 1961 Constitution: Repercussions of a Late Colonial Initiative Gone Awry.” Rethinking ‘Late Colonialisms’ in Africa. [Virtual Conference Co-Hosted by the University of Coimbra and Northumbria University]. 

“The Rise and Demise of a Pro-nationalist Daily Newspaper in Colonial Zimbabwe.” 28th Biennial Conference of the Southern African Historical Society.  East London, South Africa.

(2021)

“Settler Unification and Nationalist Division: Political Realignments from Southern Rhodesia’s 1961 Constitutional Referendum.”  International Conference on The Making, Unmaking and Remaking of Africa’s Independence and Post-Independence Constitutions, University of the Free State.  [Virtual Conference Hosted by University of the Free State}. 

“George Loft’s Balancing Act: An American Mediates the Southern Rhodesian Crisis, 1957-60.”  Annual Conference of the Society of Historians of American Foreign Relations. [Virtual Conference].

“The Warp and Woof of the University of Liberia: J. Max Bond’s Quest for Light in Darkness.” 52nd Annual Conference of the Liberian Studies Association.  [Virtual Conference Hosted by Cornell University].

“An Entangled Cold War Warrior: The Liberian Travails of J. Max Bond Sr., 1950 – 54.”  6th Annual Conference of the African American Intellectual History Society. [Virtual Conference].

(2020)

“‘Forward Ever, Backward Never’: The 1958 All African People’s Congress and the Decolonisation of Zimbabwe.”  Decolonisation Workshop, Institute of Commonwealth Studies.  London, UK [Virtual Workshop].

(2019)  

“Robert Mugabe’s First Degree in Violence: The Repression of the Zimbabwe National Party.” 62nd Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Boston, USA.  

“Citizen or Alien? Arguments Over Hastings Kamuzu Banda’s National Origins in Colonial Zimbabwe.”  Freedom Road Workshop (II).  Stirling, Scotland.  

“The Malawi Congress Party’s Incitement of Factionalism in the Early Zimbabwean Liberation Movement, 1961 – 64.”  Freedom Road and its Intersections – a one day workshop (I).  Stirling, Scotland.  

“A Solidarity Network Reconsidered: The Malawi Congress Party and the Rupture of African Nationalist Unity in Southern Rhodesia, 1961-64.” 8th European Conference on African Studies.  Edinburgh, Scotland.  

“A Quixotic Quest: The Central African Federation’s Diplomacy in Decolonising Africa, 1960-63.”  International History and Diplomacy in the 20th Century Symposium.  Liverpool, England.  

“The Preservation of Privilege: Rhodesian Efforts to Reconfigure the Borders of the Central African Federation.”  Cambridge World History Workshop.  Cambridge, England.  

(2018)

“The Struggle for Total Liberation: Kwame Nkrumah’s Ghana in Southern Rhodesian Politics.”  4th Annual Conference of the Zimbabwe Historical Association.  Harare, Zimbabwe.  

“From Dreams of Dominion to Aspirations of a New Africa: Decolonisation and Ahrn Palley’s Personal Winds of Change in Southern Rhodesia, 1959 – 61.”  AEGIS Summer School. Cagliari, Italy.  

(2017)

“Winter is Coming: Riots and Refugees in Colonial Zimbabwe, July 1960.”  7th European Conference on African Studies.  Basel, Switzerland

(2016)

“The OAU, Zimbabwe, and African Liberation: Reconsidering the Legacy of Liberian President William Tolbert.”  59th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Washington, DC, USA.  

(2013)

“Decolonization & European Refugees in Africa: The Mobilization of Kenya’s Settlers for ‘Operation Congo’”.  56th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Baltimore, USA.  

“An Examination of Liberia’s ‘Special Relationship’ with the USA: the US State Visits of Presidents W.V.S. Tubman and Samuel K. Doe.”  45th Annual Meeting of the Liberian Studies Association.  Rutgers, USA.  

(2012)

“US Higher Education Initiatives in Africa: Strengthening Public Health Capacity in West Africa.”  55th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Philadelphia, USA.  

(2008)

“‘American in Effort and yet so very un-American in Result:’ The International Political and Social Milieu of Liberia College, 1880-1912.”  40th Annual Conference of the Liberian Studies Association.  Toledo, USA.

“The American Society of African Culture Reconsidered: A Policy of Pragmatic Protest for Southern Africa, 1957-1967.”  Boston University 16th Annual Graduate Student Conference in African Studies.  Boston, USA.  

Invited Talks

(2022) “The Rise and Demise of a Pro-Nationalist Daily Newspaper in Colonial Zimbabwe.”  Wits History Workshop Seminar.  Zoom webinar.

(2021) “Worldmaking Amidst Empire: Reconfiguring the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 1953-62.”  History Department Seminar, University of the Free State.  MS Teams webinar.

(2021) “Reconfiguring the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 1953-62.”  Race, Gender, and Identity Forum, University of Essex.  Zoom webinar.  

(2020) “Hastings Kamuzu Banda, the Malawi Congress Party, and Zimbabwean Nationalist (Dis)Unity, 1958 – 63.” British Institute in Eastern Africa.  Zoom webinar.

(2020) “Kenyan Decolonisation and Inter-Party Competition in Southern Rhodesian Politics.”  University of Edinburgh African Politics Research Group.  MS Teams webinar.

(2018) “Point of No Return: The Path to December 1962.”  History Society of Zimbabwe.  Harare, Zimbabwe.

(2017) “Decolonizing Perceptions: Personal Lessons from West Africa.”   Decolonising the Institution: History in Africa and Africa in History Roundtable.  Edinburgh, Scotland.  

(2016) “The Liberation of Zimbabwe and the Pan-African Leadership of President William R. Tolbert, Jr.”  University of Liberia, Kofi Annan Institute for Conflict Transformation.  Monrovia, Liberia.

(2015) “The Implications & Lessons of Presidential Leadership: The Recent Cases of Nigeria and Burundi.”  African Methodist Episcopal University, Coca-Cola Institute. Monrovia, Liberia.

Skills & Service


Languages	Hausa (intermediate proficiency), French (elementary proficiency), Spanish (elementary proficiency)

Reviewer	The Africa Governance Papers, African Historical Review, Cold War History, Journal of Southern African Studies, Oxford Research Encyclopedia, Brill Academic Publishers, Fulbright Program

Public Scholarship  

“American Exceptionalism and Liberian History: The Danger of a Single Story.”  Daily Observer. December 14, 2022. 

“Liberia’s Pan-Africanism: A Reappraisal and Interview with D. Elwood Dunn.” Review of African Political Economy (Blog).  November 29, 2022.  

“Genesis of a Revolutionary: Robert Mugabe’s Political Formation.”  The Republic.  September 8, 2021. 

“The Decline of Liberia in Black Internationalism.”  Africa Is a Country.  April 22, 2021. 
 
“Moton Malianga and the Internationalisation of Zimbabwe’s Liberation Struggle.”  Cite ZW.  January 16, 2021.  

“Rejecting the New Normal.”  History Today.  November 11, 2020.

“Lessons of Discord.”  The Republic.  November 9, 2020. 

“When Americans Took a Global Health Crisis Seriously.”  Africa Is a Country. November 3, 2020. 

“The Importance of Edson Sithole’s Political Independence in the Early 1960s.”  Cite ZW.  October 3, 2020. 

“The Colonial Roots of the Mugabe and Mnangagwa Governments in Zimbabwe.”  Democracy in Africa.  September 14, 2020.

“The University of Zimbabwe’s First Pan-African History Conference.”  Cite ZW.  August 21, 2020. 

“Preserving Liberian Presidential History: An Interview with Dr. Christopher Clapham.”  The Bush Chicken.  August 14, 2020.

“Reflections on the Martin Lynn Scholarship.” Historical Transitions (Blog of the Royal Historical Society).  July 27, 2020.
 
“Malawi Celebrates Independence Day, But the First President Left His Mark.”  Mail & Guardian.  July 6, 2020.

“Global Racial Justice Protests: Implication’s for Liberia’s Historiography?”  Bush Chicken.  June 19, 2020.
“Trump’s Immigration Restrictions Echo Rhetoric of White Settler Regimes.”  History News Network.  May 10, 2020.
“Why Archives?”  University of Stirling Archives (Blog).  April 30, 2020. 
“The Controversial Life and Death of Paul Mushonga.”  New Frame. January 29, 2020.
“‘One Who Preferred Death to Imperialism.”  Review of African Political Economy (Blog).  January 17, 2020.  

“Phineas Sithole Obituary: Trade Unionist, Politician.”  News Day.  November 9, 2019.  
 
“Post-Mugabe Zimbabwe Retreats from Western Outreach, Embraces Africa.”  Global Policy Journal.  November 7, 2019. 

“The Making of Mugabe’s Intolerance.”  Africa Is a Country.  September 12, 2019.

“When Nigerians, Zimbabweans, and Rhodesians Talked About Race.”  The Republic.  June 7, 2019.

“Researching (and Living) Zimbabwean History: Fieldwork Lessons Amidst Mugabe’s About – face and the Birth of a ‘New Dispensation.”  CAS from the Edge.  December 14, 2018.  

 “60 Years of Nkrumah’s All – African Peoples’ Conference: The Zimbabwean Factor.”  Business Times.  December 7, 2018. 
 
“Can Pan – Africanism in Zimbabwe Survive Mugabe?”  Africa at LSE.  July 25, 2018.   
 
“Can Zimbabwe Finally Ditch a History of Violence and Media Repression?”  The Conversation.  July 16, 2018.
 
“The United States and Colonial Zimbabwe: Pan – African Linkages.”  Black Perspectives.  May 14, 2018. 
 
“The First Split in Zimbabwe’s Anti – Colonial Struggle Continues to Cast Shadows Over Contemporary Politics.”  Zimbabwe Historical Association.  March 27, 2018.
 
“Namibia Solidarity Week Held in Zimbabwe, 1981.”  The Namibian.  January 26, 2018.
 
“Liberia Will Hold its Presidential Election Next Week.  Here’s What You Need to Know.”  Washington Post.  December 19, 2017. 

“What We Can Learn from the Crises in Zimbabwe and Cote D’Ivoire.”  Mail and Guardian Africa.  July 20, 2017.
 
“The Uses and Abuses of Social Media in Africa.”  Democracy in Africa.  May 7, 2017.
 
“Trump’s ‘America First’ Pledge has Echoes of Rhodesia’s Racist White Nationalists.”  The Conversation.  January 29, 2017. 
 
“Parallels with Mugabe’s Zimbabwe Illustrate the Dangers of a Trump Presidency.”  Mail & Guardian Africa.  November 23, 2016.
 
“How John Richardson Joined the NPFL: Charles Taylor’s Confidant Speaks on Liberian Politics and American Warmongering.”  Mats Utas Blog.  September 6, 2016.

“Why the UN Can’t Leave Liberia.”  Foreign Affairs.  June 16, 2016.

“36 Years After Zimbabwe’s Independence, the Country Faces these 4 Big Questions.”  The Washington Post.  April 28, 2016.
 
“Ebola Goes Global: The Future of Development, Accountability, and Media Empowerment in Liberia.”  Brookings Institution (Africa in Focus).  September 10, 2015.
 
“Twenty-five Years after his Demise, Samuel Doe Continues to Cast a Long Shadow Across Liberian Politics.”  African Arguments.  September 9, 2015. 
 
“Twelve Years After Taylor Removal, Instability Still Plagues Liberia.”  World Politics Review. September 4, 2015.

“Takun J Stirs the Liberian Streets with Calls for Justice and Accountability.” Africa’s a Country. June 24, 2015.

“Zanu-PF National Congress Portends Business as Usual in Zimbabwe.” African Arguments. December 1, 2014

“Ebola Threatens ‘Africa Rising’ and Strains Relations Across the Continent: A Look at the Southern Africa Example.” Council on Foreign Relations (Africa in Transition). October 15, 2014

“Highlights of Fulbright-Hays Support for Doctoral Students Abroad, 2000-2010.” PS: Political Science & Politics (January 2012), 160.

“Guy Scott and the ‘Caribbeanization’ of Zambia – Consequences for Zimbabwe?”  African Arguments.  January 15, 2012.

“Reality TV, Race, and Reunification in Zimbabwe.”  African Arguments, September 20, 2011.

Title VI and Fulbright-Hays Cuts Impact Social Science Research.” PS: Political Science & Politics (July 2011), 693-694.


