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Overview

Co-organized  by  Chris topher  McKnight  Nichols ,  the  Wayne  Woodrow Hayes  Chair  in
National  Securi ty  Studies  and Professor  o f  His tor y,  The  Ohio  State  Univers i ty  and Andrew
Pres ton,  W.L.  Lyons  Brown Jr.  Je f f erson  Scholars  Foundat ion  Dis t inguished  Professor  o f
Diplomacy  and Statecraf t ,  Univers i ty  o f  Virginia.

The Rethinking American Grand Strateg y  conference brings  together  except ional
scholars  and thinkers,  eminent  f igures,  and r is ing  s tars  to  rethink the  past  and present
of  American grand strateg y.  In  a  ser ies  of  innovat ive  ta lks  and original  presentat ions
the panel is ts  seek to  construct  a  r ich account  of  how grand strateg y  has  expanded and
continues  to  operate  in  the  U.S.  role  in  the  world  in  the  t wenty-f irs t  centur y.  
The conference and resul t ing  book wil l  broaden the  f ield  of  Grand Strateg y  beyond
tradit ional  assessments  of  the  ends  and means of  (mil i tar y)  power,  by  including
cut t ing- edge work on,  non-state  actors,  raw materials,  economics,  race,  gender,  and
other  innovat ive  ways  of  examining the  histor y  of  American grand strateg y.  In
emphasiz ing new subjects  and new approaches,  the  larger  object ive  is  to  provide  a
bet ter  understanding of  the  most  pressing internat ional  issues  not  just  of  the  past  and
present,  but  for  the  future  as  wel l .  War,  peace,  and diplomatic  s trateg y  wi l l  be  central ,
but  conference par t ic ipants  a lso  wi l l  engage with  topics  and on topics  and areas  not
often historic ized and understood in  grand strategic  terms,  such as  ar t i f ic ia l
intel l igence,  materials  (e.g.  rare  ear ths),  and cl imate  change,  as  wel l  as  s trategical ly
cri t ical  regions  ( from Canada to  Central  Europe,  from Southeast  Asia  to  the  Arct ic)  and
geographies  (e.g. ,  space,  the  seas).

Together  we wil l  be  developing new approaches  to  American Grand Strateg y  across  an
array  of  present  concerns.  Recommendations  from each issue area  wi l l  be  informed by
a r ich account  of  past  approaches  to  Grand Strateg y,  how they were  real ized in  pract ice
(or  not),  and how they played out .   Par t ic ipants  wi l l  consider  how the lessons  of
histor y  can foster  a  more product ive,  hol is t ic  approach to  domest ic  and internat ional
securi ty.

R e t h i n k i n g  A m e r i c a n
G r a n d  S t r a t e g y

The Blackwell  Inn & Pfahl  Conference Center

M a y  2 9  - 3 0 , 2 0 2 6

2



Keen obser vers  of  U.S.  foreign pol icy  are  divided in  many ways,  yet  they  are  united in
their  longing for  a  clearer  v iew of  U.S.  s trategic  priori t ies,  plans,  and a  process  by
which to  at  least  seek to  at ta in  them.  From across  the  pol i t ical  spectrum thinkers,
pol i t ic ians,  journal is ts,  and ci t izens  a l ike  want  the  United States  to  have a  grand plan
to  meet  the  major  chal lenges  of  the  21st  centur y  –  nuclear  prol i ferat ion,  AI  and
cybersecuri ty,  cl imate  change,  human r ights,  inequal i ty,  and more.   
As  the  s tudy of  Grand Strateg y  expands  beyond tradi t ional  assessments  of  the  ends  and
means of  (mil i tar y)  power,  lead co - organizer  Christopher  McKnight  Nichols  proposes
to  consol idate  the  s tate  of  the  f ield  and propel  i t  in  new direct ions;  in  close
col laborat ion with  Andrew Preston,  the  t wo aim to  bui ld  on their  recent  work through
this  conference and in  a  resul t ing  new book.
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This  event  is  co -sponsored by  The Ohio  State  Universi ty 's  America  at  250  Ini t iat ive.

This  event  is  suppor ted by  a  grant  from the Stanton Foundat ion.



C o - O rga n i z e rs

Christopher  McKnight  Nichols,  Wayne Woodrow Hayes  Chair  in  Nat ional  Securi ty
Studies  and Professor  of  Histor y,  The Ohio  State  Universi ty
Andrew Preston,  W.L.  Lyons  Brown Jr .  Jefferson Scholars  Foundat ion
Dist inguished Professor  of  Diplomacy and Statecraft ,  Universi ty  of  Virginia.

May  2 9 ,  2 0 2 6  |  Pro g ra m  S ch e d u l e  a n d  Top i c s

8:45-9:30  AM         Registrat ion,  Coffee  & Light  Breakfast
9:30-10:00  AM       Welcome & Day One Remarks
                                                                      .

Christopher  McKnight  Nichols,  The Ohio  State  Universi ty

Andrew Preston,  Universi ty  of  Virginia

10:00-11:45  AM      Panel  1 :  Reflect ions  on Grand Strateg y  
                                                                                                 .

Francis  J.  Gavin,  Johns  Hopkins  Universi ty
     “ The Ar t  of  Grand Strateg y:  Assessing Cri t ical  Choices  in  Real  Time”

Neta  Crawford,  St  Andrews Universi ty
     “Down with  Kool -Aid,  Up with  New Wine in  New Bott les :      
      Towards  an Entirely  New Grand Strategy”

Michael  Brenes,  Yale  Universi ty
     “Hubris  and Fai lure:  Grand Strateg y  at  the  End of  the
      American Centur y ”
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Re th i nk i n g  Am e r i ca n  G ra n d  St ra teg y

3:00-3:30  PM          Break 

3:30-5:30  PM          Panel  3 :  Mil i tar y  Strategies

Risa  Brooks,  Marquet te  Universi ty
     “Civi l -Mil i tar y  Relat ions  and Strategic  Assessment ”

Jonathan R.  Hunt,  Associate  Scholar,  Belfer  Center  for  Science
and Internat ional  Affairs ,  Harvard Kennedy School

     “A  Ki l l ing  Peace:  American Grand Strategy,  the  Nuclear  
     Revolut ion,  and the  Wars  that  Remained”

Joseph St ieb,  Universi ty  of  Nor th Carol ina- Chapel  Hi l l
     “ Through the  Prism of  Moral i ty :  Explaining Terrorism’s  Grip  on 
     American Grand Strateg y ”

Josephine Wolff ,  Tufts  Universi ty ,  and Anatol  Klass,  U.S.  Naval
War Col lege

     “Cyber  power  and grand strategy  in  China and the  United States”

5:30  PM                  Day One Concludes  

8 :45-9:20  AM         Registrat ion,  Coffee  & Light  Breakfast
9:20-9:30  AM         Welcome & Day Two Remarks
                                                                      .

Christopher  McKnight  Nichols,  The Ohio  State  Universi ty

Andrew Preston,  Universi ty  of  Virginia

May  2 9 ,  2 0 2 6  |  Pro g ra m  S ch e du l e  a n d  Top i c s

1:00-3:00  PM        Panel  2 :  Pol i t ics  and Threats

Keisha N.  Blain,  Brown Universi ty  
     “Black American Women,  Anti - Colonial  Pol i t ics,  and Grand
      Strategies  from Below ”

Sam Lebovic,  George Mason Universi ty
     “Grand Strateg y ’s  Democracy Gap,  or,  what  do  we ta lk  about
      when we ta lk  about  ‘ the  Nat ional  Interest? ’ ”

Nicole  Hemmer,  Vanderbi l t  Universi ty
     “ The End of  Liberal  Media:  The Col lapse  of  a  Democrat ic
     Press  in  an I l l iberal  Age”

Eleanor  Runde,  Former Pol icy  Advisor  on Art i f ic ia l  Intel l igence,
Off ice  of  the  Secretary,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce

     “Diplomatic  Sequencing in  AI  Safety”

5



Ne w  Pe rs p ec t ives  o n  th e  No r thwes t  O rd i n a n ce
May  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6  |  Pro g ra m  S ch e du l e  a n d  Top i c s

11:45-12:45  PM      Lunch |  Daley  Pavi l ion 
1:00-3:00  PM          Panel  5 :  Geographies  of  Space and Time 

 Rana Mit ter ,  Harvard Universi ty
      “The Two-Body Problem:  China in  US Grand Strategy”

Simon Miles,  Duke Universi ty
     “West  of  Somewhere:  Eastern Europe in  US Grand Strategy”

Asa McKercher,  St .  Francis  Xavier  Universi ty
     “From 14th Colony to  51st  State:  Canada in  American Grand Strategy”

Kara  Cunzeman,  Founder,  Unconstrained Futures
     “Space,  the  Final  Frontier :  Grand Strategy  or  Grand Chaos?”

9:30-11:30  AM       Panel  4 :  Resources  and the  Role  of  Business

Megan A.  Black,  Massachuset ts  Inst i tute  of  Technolog y 
     “Undermining Strateg y:  US Mineral  Pol ic ies  against  Sovereignty  and 
     Ear th  Systems”

Christopher  Dietr ich,  Fordham Universi ty
     “Oi l ,  Industr ia l  Foreign Relat ions,  and the  Origins  of  Nat ional  
     Insecuri ty ”

Michael  De Groot ,  Indiana Universi ty
     “Economic Statecraft  and the  Contradict ions  of  US Grand Strateg y  
     during the  Cold  War ”

Rebecca Herman,  Universi ty  of  Cal i fornia,  Berkeley
     “ The Strateg y  of  the  Commons:  Antarct ica,  the  US,  and the  World”

3:00-3:30  PM          Break 

3:30-5:30  PM          Panel  6 :  Oppor tunit ies  and Chal lenges

El isabeth Leake,  Tufts  Universi ty
     “Decolonizat ion and the  Limits  of  US Grand Strateg y ”

Daniel  J.  Sargent,  Universi ty  of  Cal i fornia,  Berkeley
     “ The Hardware of  Grand Strateg y:  Inst i tut ions  and American Power ”

Susan Colbourn,  Duke Universi ty
     “ The Entangl ing  Al l iance Revis i ted:  NATO and the  Pat terns  of  
     American Grand Strateg y ”

Lydia  Walker,  The Ohio  State  Universi ty
     “ The United Nat ions:  A  War t ime Al l iance during the  Global  Post war ”

5:30  PM                     Concluding Remarks  and Next  Steps

Andrew Preston,  Universi ty  of  Virginia

Christopher  McKnight  Nichols,  The Ohio  State  Universi ty
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