Rachel K. Apone
 425-281-5865  rachelapone@gmail.com

EDUCATION
University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA): PhD in Anthropology                                        December 2025 
· Dissertation: Doubt-Casting: Living with Uncertainty in Madang, Papua New Guinea
University of Chicago (Chicago, IL): MA Social Sciences                                        	August 2017 
· Thesis Project: Sanguma Talk: Catholic and Lutheran Sorcery Related Violence Discourse in Papua New Guinea 
Reed College (Portland, OR): BA Anthropology                                                                                  May 2015
· Thesis Project: Satan on the Skin: Divine and Demonic Mediation in Papua New Guinea’s Pentecostal Public Sphere
· Awarded departmental recognition for exemplary thesis


AWARDS
Khare “The World is Family” Dissertation Award (2026)
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Award (2023-2024)
Best Graduate Course Paper Award (2020)
AHSS Summer Research Award (2019)
Full tuition scholarship to the University of Chicago (2016-2017)
Exemplary thesis award from the Anthropology department at Reed College (2015)    	    
President’s Award for Academic Excellence at Reed College (2014-2015)


PUBLICATIONS and WORKS IN-PROGRESS
Interview with Courtney Handman (June 2025)                            
Communication, Media, and Performance Blog 

“I’m not bothered by the delay:” seeking ambiguity and non-violence in a domestic violence case (In Progress)
Intention to submit to Political and Legal Anthropology Review

The value of doubt: re-interpreting mid-20th century ethnographies of Papua New Guinea (in Progress) 
Intention to submit to Oceania 


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Southeast Linguistic Anthropology Exchange (Charlotte, North Carolina) (September 2025)                             
Doubt-Casting
Society of Linguistic Anthropology (Chicago, IL) (May 2025)			
Sorcery Stories: Unpacking the relationship between narratives and sorcery-accusation related violence in Madang, Papua New Guinea
Association for Social Anthropology in Oceania (Fiji) (February 2025)			                            
Doubt and Conspiracy in Madang, Papua New Guinea

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA) (August 2018-present)
Instructor												
· ANTH 1010: Introduction to Anthropology 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 
· ANTH 2280: Introduction to Medical Anthropology 
· ANTH 2120: The Concept of Culture
· ANTH 2240: Language and Cinema
· ANTH 2250: Nationalism, Racism, Multiculturalism 
· ANTH 3010: History and Theory in Anthropology
· ANTH 1010: Introduction to Anthropology
· ANTH 2240: Language and Culture

SERVICE EXPERIENCE
University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA) 	
Graduate Representative for the Anthropology Department (2022-2023)				 	 
· Kept records on weekly faculty meetings and reported back key takeaways to graduate students	                  
Fieldwork, Ethics, and Ethnographic Writing Workshop Coordinator (2019-2021)                                                
· Scheduled events and facilitated conversations between faculty and graduate students on key ethical issues in anthropology
· Recruited speakers from other departments to facilitate interdisciplinary dialogue 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
The International Center for Religion and Diplomacy (Summer 2025)
Fellow
· Wrote context analysis and concept notes for peace programing in Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen
· Assisted in the development of a project on forensic science and restorative justice in Syria 
· Wrote a project proposal for programming on gender-based violence in Papua New Guinea

The HistoryMakers (Chicago, IL) (2017-2018)
Oral History Researcher
· Assembled, curated, and synthesized detailed biographical and historical information into concise biographical sketches for the organization’s website
· Collaborated with the executive director to prepare staff members for oral history interviews with notable Black figures working in a variety of different fields   

Anthropology Department, Reed College (Portland, OR) (2014-2015)  			   	      
Research Assistant, Courtney Handman and Robert Brightman 
· Assembled and analyzed archival database directed at faculty’s specific research questions using a variety of data-presentation tools
· Copyedited and compiled an index for faculty supervisor’s now-published book manuscript 
· Developed and managed course website for faculty member







