William Favell Ph.D. 


Phone 509-339-4939
Email wjfavell@gmail.com
Website williamfavell.com

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
	2026-2028 
	The Mershon Centre for International Security, The Ohio State University 
Postdoctoral Scholar
	Columbus, OH

	2025-2026
	The Institute for Security and Conflict Studies (ISCS), The Elliott School, George Washington University (GWU)
Predoctoral Visiting Fellow, The Institute for Security and Conflict Studies
	Washington D.C.

	2025-Present
	Centre for the Comparative Study of Civil War, University of York 
Civil War Paths Fellow
	York, UK



EDUCATION
	2021 – 2025
	Washington State University (WSU)
PhD Political Science
MA Political Science 
Dissertation: Bridge or Barrier? Foreign Aid initiatives in Africa
Research Methods: Conducted fieldwork in Northern Ghana. Randomized control trial experiment, Household level surveying, qualitative interviews and social network analysis. A comparative study with access to existing data from initiatives in Benin and Zimbabwe.
Committee: Dr. Jacob. S Lewis (Chair, WSU), Dr. Janet Lewis (GWU), Dr. John McCauley (University of Maryland), Dr. Travis Ridout (WSU) & Dr. Anthony Lopez (WSU)

	Pullman, WA

	2018 – 2019 
	University College London (UCL) 
MSc Democracy and Comparative Politics
Thesis: Is International Development work in Western Africa deemed effective in the eyes of the communities it aims to develop? Analysis through a case study of Atakpamé, Togo.
Research Methods: Qualitative field work, interviews conducted under Togolese government authorization.
Supervisors: Dr. A Hartman and Dr. S Stroschein 
	London, UK



PUBLICATIONS & WORKING PAPERS (Available Upon Request)
	Published 
	Lewis JS, Favell W. What Determines the Duration of Protest Events? Evidence from Africa. Government and Opposition. Published online 2025:1-27. doi:10.1017/gov.2024.37


	
	Favell, W. (2023). The gendered politics of crises and de-democratisation: opposition to gender equality: by BIANKA VIDA, ed. Rowman & Littlefield, ECPR Press, 2022, 266 pp., 978 1 5381 5678 0 Colchester, UK. Journal of Gender Studies, 32(3), 308–309. https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2023.2181932


	Under Review 
	Favell, William., &  Hänze, Niklas., Social Trust in a Changing Climate: The Dual Impact of Environmental and Political Stressors.

Favell, William., Unseen Influence: A Novel Approach to Stakeholder Analysis in Northern Ghanaian Conflict Resolution.


	Working Papers 
	Favell, William., Branded and Abandoned: Anti-American Sentiment Following USAID Cuts in Northern Ghana
Favell, William., Testing Contact Theory: Fulbe Exposure and Perceived Threat in Northern Ghana

Favell, William., Soft Power or Sovereignty? How Aid Donor Origins Shape Democratic Attitudes in Africa

Favell, William., & Hänze, Niklas., Who Deserves to Move? Environmental and Conflict Migrant Legitimacy in Northern Ghana

Favell, William., Lewis. Jacob & McCauley. John, Trust amidst turmoil: Violent extremism and social cohesion in Northern Ghana 

	Data Collection in Process
	
Favell, William., Beyond Party Lines: The Impact of Out-Group Norm Stereotyping on Social Trust in the US (Pilot Survey, via Qualtrics/Prolific)

Favell, William., & Hänze, Niklas., Household Level Field Survey in 30 Ghanaian communities



AWARDS & HONOURS
	2025
	Doctoral Student Achievement Award in Social Sciences. Washington State University.

	2025
	Invitee to Graduate Papers Workshop. Institute for Humane Studies, Toledo, OH.

	2025
	Denny Johnston & Cornelia Terzetti-Johnston Endowment.  Washington State University.

	2024
	Outstanding Paper Award. British Political Studies Association (ECN) Conference. 

	2023 
	Graduate Student of the Year. PPPA Graduate Student Association. Washington State University. 

	2023
	Master’s Student Achievement Award in Social Sciences. Washington State University.

	2023
	Winston B. Thorson Memorial Scholarship. Washington State University.

	2020
	Honorary Committee Member, Jeune Artisan De La Paix Et Du Civisme (JAPEC).



GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS
 
	2025
	Predoctoral Visiting Scholar, The Institute for Security and Conflict Studies. The Elliot School, George Washington University.
	

	2025
	Scott & Betty Lukins Graduate Research Grant. The Foley Institute
	$1000

	2024
	Co-Grant Writer & Co-PI, Minerva & Department of Defense 
	$3,961,298

	2024
	H. Paul Castleberry Graduate Fellowship in International Relations. 
Washington State University.
	$2000

	2023
	Foley Summer Research Grant. The Foley Institute. 
	$2000

	2022
	Charles H. Sheldon Graduate Fellowship. Washington State University.
	$2000

	2021
	Theodore A. LeGros Graduate Fellowship. Washington State University. 
	$3000



CONFERENCES
	PNWPSA  (2022)
Poster:  Favell. W., Greer. E,. & Smith, S,. Masculinity on the campaign trail: the role of masculine identities in male vs male elections
	Walla Walla, WA

	WPSA (2023)
Paper:   Favell, William. The impact of sexual violence in conflict on levels of social trust
	San Francisco, CA

	MPSA (2023)
Paper:   Favell, William. The impact of sexual violence in conflict on levels of social trust
	Chicago, 
IL

	APSA (2023)
Paper:   Lewis. J, Ives. B & Favell. W, When Does Repression Produce Backlash? A Global Analysis
	Los Angeles, CA

	ISA (2024)
Paper:   Favell, William, Do you know who lives down the street? – Social capital in the face of extremist mobilization
	San Francisco, CA

	Political Studies Association, UK. (2024)
Paper:    Favell, William, Trust amidst turmoil: Violent extremism and social cohesion in Northern Ghana
	Early Career Network, UK

	APSA, Political Psychology Pre-Conference. (2024)
Poster:  Favell, William, How structures shape cohesion: A comparative analysis of Network Structures and social Trust Dynamics in conflict affected northern Ghana
	Philadelphia, PA

	APSA (2024)
Paper: Favell. W, Lewis. J & McCauley. J,  An Experimental Analysis of Conflict Type's Impact on Social Attitudes
	Philadelphia, PA 

	Texas Triangle IR conference (2025)
Paper: Favell, William., Moncrieff, Henry & Zarepour-Arizi, Nila., The Paradox of Peacekeeping
	UT Dallas, 
TX

	MPSA (2025)
Paper: Favell. William., Unseen Influence:  A Novel Approach to Stakeholder Analysis in Rural Northern Ghana
	Chicago, 
IL

	MPSA (2025)
Paper: Favell, William., &  Halstenbach, Anna.,  The Impact of Tangible Outcomes: How aid sectors influence perceptions of corruption
	Chicago, 
IL

	WPSA (2025)
Paper: Favell, William., Moncrieff, Henry & Zarepour-Arizi, Nila., The Paradox of Peacekeeping
	Seattle, 
WA

	WPSA (2025)
Paper: Favell, William., &  Hänze, Niklas.,  Social Trust in a Changing Climate: The Dual Impact of Environmental and Political Stressors.
	Seattle, 
WA

	Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO),  CENTREPEACE Junior Scholar Symposium (2025)
Paper: Favell, William., &  Hänze, Niklas.,  Social Trust in a Changing Climate: The Dual Impact of Environmental and Political Stressors.
	Oslo,
Norway

	APSA (2025)
Paper:  Lewis. J, Ives. B & Favell. W, When Does Repression Generate Backlash?
	Vancouver, 
BC

	APSA (2025)
Paper:   Favell. W, Lewis. J & McCauley. J, Evaluating Community-Based Interventions on Social Cohesion in Northern Ghana
	Vancouver, 
BC

	APSA (2026)
Paper:  After Assistance: Attitudes toward the U.S., Allies, and Competitors Post-USAID
	Boston, MA



INVITED TALKS 
	The Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Invited Talk. (March, 2026)
The Dual Impact of Environmental and Conflict Stressors on Social Trust
	Foggy Bottom, D.C

	The Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Invited Talk. (October, 2025)
Unseen Influence: Development & Stakeholder Analysis in Northern Ghana
	Foggy Bottom, D.C

	University of Maryland, Invited Talk. (October 27th, 2025)
Networks of Development:  A Novel Approach to Stakeholder Analysis 
	College Park, MD 

	University of Alaska Fairbanks,  Women, Gender, & Sexuality Studies (WGSS),  Invited Talk (October 1st, 2025) 
Gender-Based  Development Programming in Northern Ghana

	Fairbanks/
Remote, AK

	University of Alaska Fairbanks, African Studies Panel, Invited Talk (September 4th 2025). 
African Studies Panel: Conflict, Social Cohesion & Peacebuilding in Africa
	Fairbanks, AK

	University of Waterloo, Invited Talk. (June 24th, 2025). 
Practical insights: Peacebuilding, Social Cohesion & Counter-Extremism. 
	Ontario, CAN

	Université de Lomé & CEJUS Togo. Forum Harmattan Togo 6th edition. (Lomé, February 19th-21st, 2025). 
Favell, William; The contribution of young people and women to communities’ ability to withstand violent extremism in West Africa: A researcher’s perspective.

	Lomé, Togo

	Université de Lomé & CEJUS Togo. Forum Harmattan Togo 5th edition. (Lomé, November 21st-23rd, 2023).  Université de Lomé & CEJUS Togo. 
Favell, William; Strengthening Bonds and Gathering Data: Exploring the Nexus of Migration, Extremism and Social Cohesion
	Lomé, Togo




FIELDWORK & INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE  
	· Atakpamé, Togo, Field Work (Surveys and Focus Groups).
	2016: YCARE Int. & DFID 

	· Atakpamé, Togo, Field Work (Surveys and Interviews).
· Lomé, Togo, Field Work (Surveys and Interviews).
	2019: UCL

	· 60 Communities in Northern Ghana, Field Work. (Surveys, Social Network Analysis, Focus Groups, Field Experiments and Interviews).
· Accra & Tamale, Ghana. Project management, technical advice & research methods workshops. 
	2022 – 2025: USAID



TEACHING, WORKSHOPS  & GUEST LECTURES
	POL_S 103
	International Politics
	Instructor 

	POL_S 428
	Issues in Political Psychology 
	Instructor 

	POL_S 472 
	European Politics 
	Instructor

	POL_S 404
	Judicial Processes 
	Instructor 

	POL_S 430
	Natural Resources & Environmental Policy 
	Instructor 

	POL_S 435 
	Politics of Developing Nations 
	Teaching Assistant

	PHIL 470
	Philosophy of Law 
	Teaching Assistant 

	PHIL 103
	Introduction to Ethics 
	Teaching Assistant

	POL_S 305 
	Gender and Politics
	Guest lectures

	POL_S 435 
	Politics of Developing Nations 
	Guest lectures

	POL_S 474
	African Politics  
	Guest lectures

	USAID
	Quantitative Research Workshop: Introduction to R
	Instructor

	USAID
	Quantitative Research Workshop:  OLS Regression: Bivariate & Multivariate Modelling
	Instructor

	USAID
	Quantitative Research Workshop: Geospatial Mapping in R 
	Instructor

	USAID
	Quantitative Research Workshop: Introduction to Social Network Analysis
	Instructor



RELEVANT EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
	2022 – 2025
	Monitoring, Evaluations & Learning (MEL) Specialist, USAID Trust2Peace
· Responsible for all associated research including: designing baseline, midline & endline survey instruments and sampling plan for distribution to 1200 households 
· Designed and led Social Network Analysis (SNA) data collection of highly sensitive data, for full community samples across 2 districts
· Conducting in-country training of research enumerators and intervention facilitators 
· Weekly monitoring of data collection from 20 intervention communities
· Managing data collection, data management and data analysis of from 60 communities
· Designing performance indicator tools and USAID MEL documentation 
· Preparing quarterly fiscal deliverables and budgeting research for $4.3 million research/activity funding
	Tamale, Ghana & Pullman, WA 


	2025
	Data Analyst, Division of Governmental Studies and Services, Washington State University 
· Conducted advanced research methodologies including research design, administration, data generation, conversion, analysis, and report generation.
· Managed and supervised team members.
· Implemented rigorous data analysis techniques to derive insights and support decision-making processes.
·  Ensured accuracy and integrity of data through meticulous data validation and cleansing processes.
· Collaborated closely with stakeholders to define project requirements and deliverables.
· Utilized statistical software and programming languages (R, QGIS, Stata, Excel).
· Prepared comprehensive reports and presentations summarizing research findings and recommendations.
	Pullman, WA

	2021 –Present 
	Graduate Teaching Assistant, Washington State University 
· Named instructor for 5 undergraduate modules
· Contributed to the learning of students in Political Science and Philosophy 
· Prepared and independently led lectures on case studies of developing nations’
· Hosted remote weekly review sessions for students affected by COVID-19
	Pullman, WA

	2022 
	Research Assistant, Dr Jacob. Lewis, Washington State University 
· Conducted Qualitative case studies of African Coup D’états
· Hand coded 39,000+ data points 
· Supported the development of Quantitative data analysis
· Compiled detailed qualitative research on transitions of power across Africa since 2012
	Pullman, WA

	2022 
	Research Assistant, Division of Governmental Studies and Services, Washington State University 
· Compiled and reviewed a wide range of scholarly articles on various policy areas
· Supported the development of report submitted to the Washington State Legislature
· Cleaned, merged and spatially mapped both census and survey data in R and QGIS
	Pullman, WA



FOUNDATIONAL TRAINING
	2018
	Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods, University College London

	2019
	Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods, University College London

	2021
	Qualitative Research Methods. Washington State University.

	2022
	Quantitative Research Methods. Washington State University.
Advanced Quantitative Methods. Washington State University.

	2023 
	Multilevel Modelling, University of Michigan, ICPSR 
Network Analysis I: Introduction, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Maximum Likelihood Estimation I, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Data Visualization, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Social Choice Theory, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Panel Data and Longitudinal Analysis, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Network Analysis II: Advanced Topics, University of Michigan, ICPSR
Race, Ethnicity, and Quantitative Methodology II, University of Michigan, ICPSR

	2024
	Measurement & Aggregation, Emory University, Empirical Implications of Theoretical Methods (EITM)
Model building for causal explanation, Emory University, Empirical Implications of Theoretical Methods (EITM)



MEMBERSHIPS & SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE 
	Member: 
	American Political Science Association (APSA)
International Studies Association (ISA) 
Political Studies Association, UK (PSA)
Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA)
Western Political Science Association (WPSA) 

	Reviewer: 
	Civil Wars. Taylor & Francis
Cooperation & Conflict. Sage
Nations & Nationalism. Wiley

	Departmental Service:
	Undergraduate Student Mentor 
Graduate Student Association Senator (Elected Position)




REFERENCES 

	Dr. Jacob. S Lewis
Washington State University
js.lewis@wsu.edu
	Dr. Janet Lewis 
George Washington University
janetilewis@gmail.com
	Dr. John McCauley
University of Maryland
mccauley@umd.edu




